Mayor Bill Jordan Honored with Michael D. Roberts North Alabama Excellence Award
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News Release:

Mayor Bill Jordan of Fort Payne was awarded the Michael D. Roberts North Alabama Excellence Award on Tuesday, September 13, 2011.  The award was presented by the North Alabama Industrial Development Association at their annual conference in Huntsville.  The award is symbolized by an original blown glass “Flame of Excellence” by artist Hans Godo Frabel of the Frabel Studio in Atlanta, Georgia.

Mayor Jordan was chosen for his contributions to economic development in Fort Payne, DeKalb County and North Alabama.  Jimmy Durham, Executive Director, of the DeKalb Economic Development Authority presented the award.  Durham stated, “Mayor Jordan has been a strong advocate for economic development not only for Fort Payne but for DeKalb County and North Alabama as a whole.  He has worked diligently in all areas of economic development including industry and retail recruitment, business retention, agriculture and tourism.”
The award which he received, The Michael D. Roberts North Alabama Excellence Award was created in 2003 to publicly recognize special groups, people, projects or activities that have positively impacted the North Alabama region both economically and socially over the past year.  The first award was presented to both Congressman Bud Cramer and Congressman Robert Aderholt for their contributions and support of Economic Development in North Alabama.  
Michael D. Roberts served as the assistant director of NAIDA from 1988 until 1994 and as the executive director from 1995 until 2003.  Mr. Roberts lost a year long battle with cancer on August 21, 2003.  Due to Mr. Roberts’ dedication to the area and his zeal in assisting in the creation of jobs for the people of North Alabama, the NAIDA Board of Directors deemed it appropriate to memorialize him in some way.

Therefore, the NAIDA Board of Directors unanimously voted in October, 2003 to formally rename the North Alabama Excellence Award to the Michael D. Roberts

North Alabama Excellence Award.  
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